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Gann Academy in Waltham and Maimonides School in Brookline
graduated their senior classes on Sunday.

Forty-five seniors graduated from Maimonides, a Modern
Orthodox day school. Valedictorian Tamar Kosowsky gave a speech 
in Hebrew, while Daniel Poritz gave the English address. Staff
speakers included Judy Boroschek, Upper and Middle School
principal for general studies, and Rabbi Yaakov Jaffe, Upper and
Middle School principal.

Ten of the graduates are children of Maimonides alumni. Jeffrey
Swartz, Timberland CEO and chair of the school’s board of directors,
handed out the diplomas. His son, Noah, was among the graduates.

The pluralistic Gann Academy graduated 81 seniors. Instead of
having a valedictorian, Gann seniors choose their speakers: Avi Small
of Newton gave a talk in English, and Ronie Gazit, also of Newton,
spoke in Hebrew. Head of School Rabbi Marc Baker addressed the
students, and at the end of the ceremony asked the students to face
each other and invoked the Hebrew blessing parents say for their
children. For his senior project, Jeremiah Klarman collaborated with
other students in writing a school song, which was performed at the
graduation. Faculty members sang an Irish blessing.

Orthodox day schools Bais Yaakov of Brighton and Mesivta High
School in Brighton also graduated a new crop of alumni this spring.

Capping off the school year
Gann, Maimo send of class of ’11

3 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE
1 Vis i t  www.TheJewishAdvocate .com

2 C a l l  6 1 7 - 3 6 7 - 9 1 0 0  e x t .  1 2 0   3  M a i l  i n  t h e  c o u p o n

Print
Only

Print &
Online

Online
Only

1 Year � $36 � $40 � $18

2 Years � $64.95 � $70 � $26

3 Years � $89.95 � $95 � $33

Print Only Print & Online

� $46 � $50

� $84.95 � $90

� $119.95 � $125

Outside New England Outside
U.S.A.

� $56

� $104.95

� $149.95

PRINT ONLY

Greater Boston’s source for
local Jewish news, analysis,

opinion and events.

EMAIL ADDRESS MUST BE PROVIDED FOR ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________________ State________________Zip___________________

Telephone______________________________  Email____________________________________________________

� MASTERCARD        � VISA        � AMEX        � CHECK         � MONEY ORDER

Card # _______________________________________________________________ Expiration Date _____________

Cardholder’s Name (please print) __________________________________________________________________

Amount $ ________________  Signature _____________________________________________________________

Charge your subscription or mail check or money order to:

15 School Street, Boston, MA 02108 • 617-367-9100 x 120

The Jewish Advocate
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Plus new for 2011: 5 Special Pullout Guides and the 
Jewish Guide to Boston included FREE with your subscription.

®

Established 1902

Vol. 202 No. 5 � 30 Shevat 5771 — FEBRUARY 4, 2011 � www.TheJewishAdvocate.com � $1.50
TTTeeeennss

A concert tix

dilemma.
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Marriages and

murder in

‘Barney’s Version.’
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SHABBAT CANDLE

LIGHTING TIMES

Parshat Teruma
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4:43 PM
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4:44 PM
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4:47 PM
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781-695-0505

Should CJP

move to ‘burbs

Its leaders say no, but the

question arises as Hebrew

College puts its building on

the market. See Page 5

March madness

for music lovers

Second annual Jewish festival

features hip-hop to Ladino –

with artists ranging from local

cantors to Israeli stars.

See Page 3

Boycott tempest

at temple

Dr. Alice Rothchild, local

leader of American Jews for a

Just Peace, gets stormy re-

ception at Temple Sinai in

Brookline. See Page 2

Jewish pride

in Moscow

Brandeis Professor Jonathan

Sarna returns to Russia after

25 years and is amazed by

the transformation.

See Page 9

My dad,

the bookie

A retired MIT professor

writes a book about growing

up with a gambler.

See Page 15

SSttaaggee
Hub debut of

Potok’s ‘Asher Lev.’
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Framingham rabbi’s marching orders: Kabul

By Elise Kigner

Advocate Staff

More than 1,000 cantors,

song-leaders and fans crowded

the sanctuary at Temple Israel

of Boston on Sunday to mourn

and celebrate Debbie Friedman

in the way she had taught them:

through song.

Friedman – a singer and

songwriter whose music trans-

formed the services of congre-

gations across the country –

died Jan. 9 at the age of 59.

At “Remembering Debbie: A

Tribute Concert,”
a group of

clergy and professional musi-

cians led the audience in songs

that ranged from solemn (“Mi

Sheberiach”) to silly
(“613

Commandments”)
to jubilant

(“Miriam’s Song”).

The concert began with the

screening of a video of Fried-

man singing “Mourning into

Dancing” and the lighting of a

havdalah candle.

Some 50 cantors and song-

leaders stood on the bima,

leading a niggun. In the audi-

ence, a mother swayed with her

State Guard’s only Jewish chaplain to be deployed in spring

Continued on Page 24

The community sings for Debbie

PHOTOS: JOHN POULIOT IMAGESTAR PRODUCTIONS

Top: Josh Nelson (center) and

Rabbi David Paskin (far right)

and other song leaders perform

at Temple Israel as slides of

Friedman are projected on the

wall. Above: Julie Silver.

By Charles A. Radin

Advocate Columnist

Saad Eddin Ibrahim is per-

haps the most credible of all

Egyptian dissidents.

He spoke out

in defiance of

Hosni Mubarak’s

a u t h o r i t a r i a n

rule long before anyone else

dared. He was imprisoned; his

Ibn Khaldun Center for Devel-

opment Studies was trashed;

and he was beaten and abused

before he finally exiled himself

to the United States three years

ago. He’s taught at Columbia,

Indiana and DePauw universi-

ties, been a visiting fellow at

Harvard and is currently a pro-

fessor at Drew University.

A founder of Egypt’s civil so-

ciety and one of the country’s

most-prominent advocates of

democracy, Ibrahim
also is

firmly on record against reli-

gious as well as military hege-

mony over the public sphere.

He took tremendous heat in

Egypt for reversing his initial

Continued on Page 24

By Elise Kigner

Advocate Staff

Kabul is a long way from

Framingham, but Rabbi Lau-

rence Bazer says taking time off

from Temple Beth Sholom to

serve as a chaplain for troops in

Afghanistan comes with the ter-

ritory.
It’s “part of who I am as a

rabbi,” said Bazer, a lieutenant

colonel with the Massachusetts

National Guard. This month, he

heads to Fort Hood, Texas, for

training
before flying

to

Afghanistan in spring.

Stationed at a base in Kabul,

he will lead Shabbat services

and the major Passover seder;

coordinate
worship

for all

faiths; and counsel Jewish and

non-Jewish soldiers alike.

“It is not my job to go find

Osama Bin
Laden in

the

foothills of Afghanistan. My job

is to bless the soldiers going

into their missions, and support

them throughout,” said Bazer,

the first and only Jewish chap-

lain in the Massachusetts Na-

tional Guard.

In the past, it has been

Bazer’s role to send spiritual

leaders on missions. In Novem-

ber, he learned he would need

to go himself, his first deploy-

ment in his 22 years in the serv-

ice.
“Given the lemon, I am going

to make lemonade out of it,”

said Bazer, who is leaving be-

hind not only his 265-family

Continued on Page 4 Rabbi Laurence Bazer

‘I think I am

personable and a

good listener. They

see the chaplain and

not a rabbi.’

Rabbi Laurence Bazer

referring to soldiers

US, Israel risk

playing into

extremists’ hands

More than 1,000 at Friedman tribute

Is best

stance on

Egypt to

back off?

Analysis
5771 � 2010-2011

• Volunteers tell how they put

• their skills to work

• A survivor carves a niche

• in cancer fight

• North Shore retiree flourishes

• as a volunteer

Giving
Snapshots

of generosity

Spring/Summer 2011

As president, Nancy

Falchuk of Newton

cheers Hadassah

through tough times.

Inside:

• A bat mitzvah project heals

• women an ocean away

• Three generations of Bostonians spur

• humanitarian efforts worldwide

• A Little becomes a Big – brother that is

PHOTO COURTESY OF HADASSAH

CCeelleebbrraattee!!
AA gguuiiddee ttoo ss iimmcchhaass

SSpprr iinngg//SSuummmmeerr 22001111

• Baby girls in the limelight

• Chuppahs tell family stories

• Artists’ Web site offers gifts

you’ll see nowhere else

• Teen bands tune up for simchas
• B’nai mitzvah dos and don’ts

• How to have a blast on a budget

• Party maestro even has

the furniture dancing

• Here come the bridesgrooms

THE STUDIO-PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT LEVINE

Religious

Learning

After School

Programs

Exercise

Back to School

Educ
ation

Maimonides Graduates (from left) Julia Packer, Dalya Lerner and Sophie Edelman.

Rashi School The day school marked its first graduation at its new
campus at NewBridge on the Charles in Dedham. Among graduat-
ing eighth graders are Noah Hyatt of Newton, Jonathan Zackman of
West Roxbury and Ari Glasgow of Dedham.

MetroWest Jewish Day School Students at the Framingham day
school show what they learned this year at Special Visitor Day.
Founder Renee Finn plays with student Amanda Seifer. 

Kehillah Schechter Academy Students at the Norwood day
school, formerly called South Area Solomon Schechter Day School,
enjoy a Zimriyah song festival. 

Striar Hebrew Academy Sixth
grade graduates at the Sharon
day school are back row (from
left): Elisheva Goldman, Micah
Beiser, Jake Kosowsky and Shira
Ellenbogen. Middle row: Zevi
Traum, Jakob Diamond, David
Lutati, Adam Greene and
Yonatan Diamond. Front:
Shoshana Massefski.
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